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DIALOGUE - CANTONESE

MAIN

Karen: =Z2REEEI?

Olivia: #8EEPM,

Karen: EFEE?

Olivia: HRRE
ENGLISH

Karen: Where are you going for summer holiday?

Olivia: | wantto go to Macau.

Karen: When are you going?

Olivia: | haven't decided.
JYUTPING

Karen: syu2 gaa3 heoi3 binl dou6 waan2?

Olivia: soeng2 heoi3 ou3 mun2.

Karen: gei2 si4 heoi3 aa3?

Olivia: mei6 kyut3 ding6.
VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
2E binl dou6 where pronoun
It wan2, waan2 to play verb
BT gei2 si4 when pronoun
s} soeng?2 to want transitive verb
el ou3 mun2 Macau noun, proper noun
S mei6 yet, never adverb
RE kyut3 ding6 to decide, decision verb; noun
2’ syu2 gaa3 summer vacation noun




SAMPLE SENTENCES

RIS EE ?
nei5 tingl maan5 heoi3 binl dou6?

Where are you going tomorrow night?

EEEE?
heoi3 zo2 binl dou6?

Where did (you) go?

iR ?
waan2 gaau3 mei6 aa3?

Have you played long enough?

EIKLE B RERRLS ?
zukl kau4 bei2 coi3 gei2 si4 hoil ci2?

When does the football game start?

RAHE] ?
nei5 gei2 si4 dou3?

When will you arrive?

HABRE,
ngob soeng2 jam2 zau2,

| want to drink alcohol.

RPIBIF SIS R R

ou3 mun2 jau5 hou2 dol hou2 dakl ji3 ge3 gaail
meng2.

Macau has a lot of funny street names.

ER ?
zoué6 jyun4 mei6?

Have you finished yet?

{RERR IR AT ?
nei5 hoil ci2 fong3 gaa3 mei6 aa3?
Has your holiday started yet?

YF R E BB R T I,

hou2 naan4 kyut3 ding6 binl go3 cit3 gai3 houZ2
dil.

It's hard to decide which design is the best.

R AVDRE KZEEE AR

ngo5 dei6 wai6 zo2 kyut3 ding6 heoi3 binl dou6
dou6 maté jyuté6 ji4 naau6 gaaul

We got in an argument when deciding where to
go for honeymoon.

HHR(ERE ZT B
ngo5 deoil nil go3 kyut3 ding6 hou4 batl jau4 ji4

| have no hesitation about this decision.

4 2 B MG BRI

hou2 dol hok6 saangl doul hai2 syu2 gaa3 zou6
giml1 zik1.

Many students are working part-time jobs during
the summer holiday.

BEREEERE,
ngo5 syu2 gaa3 wuib heoi3 haa6 ling6 jing4.

| will go to summer camp during the summer
vacation.

SEBRAGEERI

gaml nin4 syu2 gaa3 ngo5 wui5 heoi3 mei5 gwok3 wan2.

I’ll go visit the United States during this year’s summer vacation.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

E£18 (syu2 gaa3)



This is made up of two characters: 2 (syu2) means "hot (temperature)" or "summer heat," and & (gaa3)
means "holiday."

8 (soeng2)

8 literally means "to think." However, in most casual situations, it means "to want to" or "to desire." For
example, 8% (soeng2 heoi3) "to want to go," 288 (soeng?2 sik6) "to want to eat."

For example:

1. BREREE
ngo5 soeng? sik6 ceonl gyun2
"I want to eat spring rolls."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is Reviewing Interrogative Words
MBFEVF 2

gei2 si4 heoi3 aa3?

"When are you going?"

In our Absolute Beginner series, we covered the main interrogative words. Let's review them once again
because we'll be seeing them more and more in future lessons.

Examples from this dialog:

1. EREEBER?
syu2 gaa3 heoi3 binl dou6 waan2?
"Where are you going for summer holiday?"

2. BRI ?
gei2 si4 heoi3 aa3?
"When are you going?"

1 (matl) is the interrogative word used to ask a "what" question. The word order of a Cantonese "what"
question is very different from English. In English, the word "what" always comes at the beginning of the
question, but in Cantonese the word order of the question will be the same as the answer. For example,
the question "What do you want to eat?" is {RA8 B (nei5 soeng2 sik6 matl), and has the same word
order as the answer: 1B R 3 (ngo5 soeng?2 sik6 coi3) "l want to eat vegetables." Note how in the answer
1 (matl) is replaced by the new information.

Formation:

(subject) +(verb) + 3 ?



For example:

1.rE8t?
nei5 soeng2 sik6 mat1?
"What do you want to eat?"

2. BB,
ngo5 soeng?2 sik6 coi3.
"I want to eat vegetables."

25 (dim2) is the interrogative word used to ask a "how" question. It is usually followed by a verb to imply
"how to," for example B4& (dim2 sik6) "how to eat."

Formation:
(subject) + &5 + (verb phrase)?
For example:

1. (AR R EF 2
nil go3 dim2 sik6 aa3?
"How do you eat this?"

24% (dim2 gaai2) is the interrogative word used to ask a "why" question. Its position in the sentence is
flexible: it can occur either before or after the subject. As we mentioned above, £ (dim2) means "how."
When put together with the verb f## (gaai2) "to interpret,’ its literal meaning is "how to interpret,' hence
"why.

Formation:

BLf# +sentence ?

(subject) + Bsf#+ (verb phrase) ?
For example:

1 BEREEREE ?
dim2 gaai2 hok6 gwong2 dungl waa2?
"Why (do you) learn Cantonese?"

2. {RBLFRIRIE 2
nei5 dim2 gaai2 haam3 aa3?
"Why do you cry?"/"Why are you crying?"

iZ{@ (binl go3) is the interrogative word used to ask a "who" question. Literally it is composed of i (bin1i)
"which" and 1@ (go3) "unit," therefore it also implies "which one." Regarding the word order, we put ;:&{&
(bin1 go3) in the same location as how the answer would appear.



For example:

1. fRA8 RS24E?
nei5 soeng2 gin3 binl go3?
"Who do you want to see?"

2. B RBRE
ngob5 soeng? gin3 can4 saangl.
"I want to see Mr. Chan."

3. 2{EMRAm ?
binl go3 hai2 jap6 min6?
"Who is inside?"

4, Mal’yUﬁJ\ﬁo
Mary hai2 jap6 min6.
"Mary is inside."

2 (binl doub) is the interrogative word used to ask a "where" question. It is composed of two
characters: i (binl) "which" and E (dou6) "place; location." and together they mean "where." In most
cases, 32 (binl doué) is placed at the end of the question sentence.

Formation:

(subject) + (verb) + 2R ?

For example:

1. fREEZE?
nei5 heoi3 binl dou6?
"Where are you going?"

2. BIFRMAERE?
ci3 so2 hai2 binl dou6?
"Where is the toilet?"

3. BIFRMATR M,
ci3 so2 hai2 hau6 miné.
"The toilet is at the back."

0¥ (gei2 si4) is the interrogative word used to ask a "when" question. It is the combination of the words
% (gei2) "how much" and B (si4) "time."

Formation:
(subject) + %BF + (verb) ?

For example:



1. R EEE?

gei2 si4 heoi3 hoengl gong2?

"When are you going to Hong Kong?"
2. ZRBEEEE

tingl jat6 heoi3 hoengl gong?2.

"I'll go to Hong Kong tomorrow."
3. REBRIR?

gei2 si4 sik6 faan6?

"When to eat?"

#% (gei2 dol) is the interrogative word used to ask a "how many" or "how much" question. It is the
combination of the words % (gei2) "how much" and % (dol) "many."

Formation:

#% + (noun) +sentence ?
(subject) + (verb) + % + (noun) ?
For example:

1. %S AERFT?
gei2 dol jan4 heoi3 ou3 mun2?
"How many people go to Macau?"

2. RERZE?
nei5 jaus gei2 dol cin2?
"How much money do you have?"

Cheat Sheet

ic) matl What
Z2E binl dou6 Where
i gei2 si4 When
2 binl go3 Who
Bhfg dim2 gaai2 Why
Bh dim2 How

4 gei2 dol How many; How much




Language Expansion

Remember that in Cantonese, we don't necessarily have to put the interrogative words at the beginning
of the sentence like in English. It's common to put them behind the verb, For example:

38 (heoi3 binl doub) [literally "to go where"] — "Where to go"

R321E (gin3 binl go3) [literally "to see who"] = "Whom to see"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Popular Hong Kong Getaway Destinations

Many Hong Kong people go on a short trip during the weekend to get away from the bustling city life. The
most popular destinations are Macau, Sai Kung, and outlying islands like Lantau Island and Lamma
Island.

Macau is renowned for its casinos and rich culture. Although the tourism draw is largely based on
gambling, we should not overlook the delicious fusioned Portuguese food and European architecture. A
large section of Macau has been designated a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Sai Kung has always been a fishing harbor, where tourists can buy fresh seafood and ask nearby
rstaurants to cook for you. Other than the famous seafood restaurants, Sai Kung town also offers laid-
back coffee shops and small galleries.

Lantau Island is the largest island of Hong Kong. It is where the Tian Tan Buddha, Ngong Ping Cable Car,
and Hong Kong International Airport are located.



